Translation: Key Concepts

c. The past passive Voice: e. q.

1. “The food was eaten”: (k) JsT o N pladal 015)
2. “I was deceived”: (Lgaz/ ez csu)
3. “The boys were dismissed’: (193,b5(13)5Ys Y1 OIS/ 39 2s 5Y5Y1 OIS)

Solution: ‘was' and ‘were’(o’)can be neglected in Arabic, as follows:

1. “The food was eaten”: () Js7)
2. “I was deceived”: (csux )
3. “The boys were dismissed”: (Y531 5.0)
Word Order

The normal order of the words of the Arabic sentence is sometimes
different from that of the English sentence whose normal order is as follows:
subject-verb-object/complement. In Arabic, however, the normal word order
IS two types:

1.Nominal word order: Topic and comment/subject and predicate( =5 fx.):

Two nouns, a noun and an adjective, or a noun and a verb when the noun is
emphasised.

2. Verbal word order: Verb-subject-object/complement.('2' is more frequent
than '1").

Problem 1: The reservation of the English word order:

The English word order is usually translated literally: N-V-O/C into
Arabic, regardless of its normal word order, which is possible, but not
advisable as a rule unless the noun is emphasised. In the following examples,
the word order is normal, and the English subject is not emphasised.
Therefore, translating them into English word order in Arabic is not justified:

1. “The diplomat left Damascus for London™: (O ] 3ias ol wlaslially
2. “The sky became cloudy”: (pseills Al sl
3. “The pupils enjoyed their holiday™: (o] Bl Isazazal Sl

Solution: The change into normal Arabic word order:

In normal cases, the English word order is replaced by the more frequent
and normal Arabic word order of: verb—subject-object/complement. The
examples can, therefore, be retranslated as follows:

1. “The diplomat left Damascus for London™: (O ) gaas owloshll sy
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2. “The sky was cloudy”: (psll slandl o)

3. “The pupils enjoyed their holiday”: (pllan; LoDl miazal)
where the verb is first, followed by the subject and then the object(1), or the
complement(2&3)(see also the previous section).



